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THuRsDAY, April the 2oth, 1756: 


AM HE following letter has ‘fo genuine 
ee, and natural an air, that I cannot 
“doubt of it’s coming from a corref- 
este pondent, who has experienced every 

Sof circumftance he has defcribed ; 
ay HLF hall therefore lay it before my rea- 

ders without the alteration of a fingle word. 
To Mr. Fir z- A-D.AM, 

SIR, ve 
Amone the variety. of fubjects with which you have 
- entertained and inftruéted the public, I. do.not remem- 
ber that you have any where touched upon the folly and 
madnefs of ambition ; which for the benefit of all thofe 
- who 
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who are diffatisfied with their prefent fituations, I> beg, 
leave to illuftrate by giving the hiftory.of my-own life.. 

Iam the fon of a younger brother of a good fa- 
mily, who at his deceafe left me a little fortune 
of a hundred pounds a year. I was. put early to 
Eton: fchool, where I léarnt: Latin andGreek, from 
whence I went to the univerfity, where I learnt 
not totally to forget them. I came to my fortune 
while I was at college; and having no inclination to 
follew any profeffion, I removed myfelf to town, and 
lived. for fome. time, as moft young. gentlemen do, 
by {pending four times my income. But it was my 
happinefs, before-it was too late, to fall in love, and 
to marry a very amiable young creature, whofe fortune 
was juft-fufficient to repair the: breach. made.in my own. 
With this agreeable companion I retreated to. the coun- 
try, dnd endeavoured.as well as.I ‘was able to fquare my 
wifhes to my circumftances. In-this-endeavour I fue~ 
ceeded fo well, that excepting: a few: private’ hankerings 
after a-little more than I peffeffed, and now and then a 
figh when.a coach and fix happened; te drive by: me im 
my walks, I was a very happy. man. 

I can truly. affure you, Mr. Fitz-Adam, that though 
our family ceconomy was not mueh to: be: boafted of, 
and in confequence of ‘it, we were. frequently driven to 
great ftreights and difficulties, I experienced more real 
fatisfaction in this humble fituation, than I have ever 
done fince in more enviable circumftances. We were 
fometimes indted‘a‘littlé in debt, but when‘ money came 
in, the pleafure of difcharging what we owed was more | 
than an equivalent for the pain it put us to: and though 
the narrownefs of our circumftance$ fubjected us to ma- 
: ny cares and anxieties, it ferved to keep the bady in 
action 
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aétion as well.as the mind : for.as.our garden. was.fome- 
what large, and required more-hands to keep: it in order 
than we, could afford to hire, we laboured: daily. in it 
ourfelves, and drew health from, our neceflities. 

I HAD. alittle. boy, who was the delight of my heart, 
and who probably might have been fpoilt by nurfing, 
if the attention of his. parents-had not been. otherwife 
employed. His mother was naturally of a fickly con- 
ftitution, but the affairs of her family, as they engrofied 
all her thoughts, gave her no time. for complaint. The. 
ordinary troubles of life, which to thofe who have no- 
thing elfe to. think of, are almoft, infupportable, were 
lefs terrible. to.us, than to perfons in. eafier circumftan- 
ces: for it:is a certain truth, however your readers, may 
pleafe to receive.it, that where the mind: is divided be- 
tween many, cares, the anxiety is lighter than where 
there is only one to contend with, Or even in;the hap- 
pieft fituation, in the midft of eafe, health and affluence, 
the mind is generally ingenious at-tormenting itfelf, lo- 
fing: the immediate enjoyment of. thofe invaluable blef- 
fings, by the painful fuggeftion that they are too great 
for continuance. 

‘Tuesse are the reflections that I have made fince: 


for 1 do-not; attempt to.deny that I fighed frequently for .— 


an addition to my fortune. The death of a diftant re- 
lation, which happened five years, after our marriage, 
gave me this addition, and made me for a time the hap- 
pieft man. living. My. income was now increafed to.fix 
hundred a year; and I hoped, with a little caconomy, 
to be-able to: make a figure with it. But the ill health - 
of my wife, which in lefs eafy circumftances had, not 
touched me fo nearly, was now conftantly in my thoughts, 
and foured all my enjoyment. The confcioufnefs too 


. | of 
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of having fuch an eftate to leave to my boy, made me 

fo anxious to preferve him, that inftead of fuffering him’ 
to run at pleafure where he pleafed, and to grow hardy 

by exercife, I almoft deftroyed him by confinement. 

We now did nothing in our garden, becaufe we were 
in circumftances to have it kept by others: but as air 
and exercife were neceflary for our healths, we refolved 
to abridge ourfelves in fome unneceflary articles, and to 
fet up an equipage. This in time brought with it a- 
: train of expences, which we had neither prudence to 
forefee, nor courage to prevent. For as it enabled us 
to extend the circuit of our vifits, it greatly .encreafed 
our acquaintance, and fubjected us to the necefiity of 
making continual entertainments -at home, in return for 
all thofe which we were invited to abroad. The charges 
that attended this new manner of living were much too 
great for the income we pofleffed ; infomuch that we 
found ourfelves in a very fhort time more neceffitous than 
ever. Pride would not fuffer us. to lay down our equi- 
page; and to live in a manner unfuitable to it, was 
what we could not bear to think of. To pay the: debts 
I had contracted, I was foon forced to mortgage, and at 
laft to fell, the beft part of my eftate; and as it was 
utterly impoffible to keep up the parade any longer, we 
thought it advifeable to remove of a fudden, to fell our 
coach in town, and to look out for a new fituation, at a 

great diftance from our acquaintance. 

‘Bur unfortunately for my peace, I carried the habit 
of expence along with me, and was very:near being re- 
duced to abfolute want, when by the unexpected death 
of an uncle and his two fons, who died within a few 
weeks of each other, I fucceeded to an eftate of feven 
thoufand pounds a years 


AND 
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Anp now, Mr.Fitz-Adam, both you and your rea- 
‘ders will undoubtedly call me a very happy man: and fo 
indeed I was. I-fet about the regulation of my family 
with the moft pleafing fatisfation. ‘The4fplendor of:my 
‘equipages, ‘the magnificence of my plate, the.crowd of 
fervants that attended me, the elegance of my houfe and 
furniture, the ‘grandeur of my- park and gardens, the 
luxury of my table, and the court that was every where 
paid.me, gave meinexpreffible:delight, fo long as they 
-were novelties: -but no:fooner were they become habitu- 
-al tome, than I loft allimanner of relith for.them ; and I 
-difcovered-ina very little time, that by having nothing 
to wifh for, I.had nothing to enjoy. My-appetite grew 
palled by :fatiety, a perpetual crowd of vifitors robbed 
-me of all domeftic enjoyment, my fervants plagued me, 
-and my’ fteward:cheated me. . : | 
"But the curfe of greatnefs did not end here. Daily 
‘experience convinced me that I was compelled to live 
-maore fer others than myfelf.. My uncle had beena great. 
‘party man, anda zealous oppofer of all minifterial mea- 
fares ; and as/his eftate was the largeft of any gentleman’s 
inthe county, -he fupported an intereft.in it beyond any 
-of his competitors. My father had been.greatly obliged 
‘by the court party, which determined me in gratitude 
:to declare myfelf on that fide: but the difficulties I had 
:to encounter were too many and too great for me; info- 
‘much that I have been baffled and defeated in almoft 
-every thing I have undertaken. To defert the caufe I 
have embarked in would difgrace me ; and to go greater 
lenghts in it will almoft undo me. I am engaged ina 
perpetual ftate of warfare with the principal gentry: of the 
-county, and am curfed by my tenants and ‘dependarits 
‘for compelling them at every election to vote (as they 
are pleafed to tell me) contrary to their confcience, 
My 
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My wife and } had once pleafed. ourfelves, with the 
thought of being ufeful to the neighbourhood, by dealing - 
out our charity to the poorand induftrious ; butthie per- 
petual hurry in which we live, renders us incapable of 
looking out for objects: ourfelves ;, and the. agents we 
entruft are either pocketing our bounty, or beftowing, it 
on the undeferving. At nighti' when we retire to reft, 
we are venting our complaints:on the miferiesof the: day; 
andpraying heartily for the return ofithat peace, which 
was only the companion of our humbleft fituation. 

Tus, fir, ismy hiftory’; andif you giveit'a place in 
your paper, it may ferve to inculcate this important truth, 
that where pain, ficknefs and abfolute want are out of 
the queftion, no external change of circumftances' can 
make a man more laftingly happy. than he:was before. 
It is to an ignorance of this truth;. that the’ univerfal. dif- 
fatisfa€tion: of mankind) is- principally to. be afcribed. 
Care isithe lot of life; and he that; afpires to- greatnefs. in. 
hopes to get rid of it, is like one who throws limfelfinto, 
a furnace to avoid the fhivering of an-ague. 

Tu only fatisfaction I’ can enjoy in my: prefent fitua- 
tion is, that it has: not pleafed Heaven. in it's. wrath. to: 
make me a king. 

I am, 
SIR, : 
Your conflant reader 
and moft kumblefervant, | 
A. B. 
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